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NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COURT OF AN OFFER FROM AN 
ANONYMOUS DONOR TO COVER DAMAGE PAYMENTS OWED BY THE 
AMALGAMATED UNION OF ENGINEERING WORKERS. THIS ALLOWED 
THE COURT TO RETURN FUNDS WHICH IT SEQUESTERED. END 
SUMMARY 

2. UNTIL THE COURT DECIDED TO ACCEPT THE ANONYMOUS 
DONATION (IT HAD PREVIOUSLY REFUSED ), THE STRIKE HAD 
RESULTED IN THE CRIPPLING OF AUTO PLANTS, SHIPYARDS, 

THE NON PUBLICATION OF SEVERAL NATIONAL NEWSPAPERS, 
SUSPENSION OF AIR TRAVEL AND WALKOUTS AT POWER PLANTS. 

3. THIS SOLUTION - ALMOST THE MAGIC RABBIT IN THE HAT - 
HAD ACTUALLY SKIRTED THE CENTRAL ISSUE OF THE UNION S 
REQUIREMENT TO OBEY THE LAW. ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT 
WAS VERY ANXIOUS TO END THE STRIKE AND THERE WERE 
SEVERAL MEETINGS BETWEEN SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EMPLOY- 
MENT MICHAEL FOOT WITH UNION LEADERS IN AN EFFORT TO DO 
SO, IT HAD VERY LITTLE ROOM FOR MANEUVER IN GETTING THE 
UNION OFF THE HOOK AND THE STRIKE SETTLED. WITHOUT 
DOUBT THE GOVERNMENT IS BREATHING A DEEP SIGH OF RELIEF. 
EVEN IF THIS INSTANT, IF BIZARRE, SOLUTION HAD NOT BEEN 
FOUND, THERE WERE SEVERAL OBSERVERS HERE WHO DOUBTED 
WHETHER THE AUEW COULD HAVE MAINTAINED A LONG STRIKE, 
WHATEVER SHORT TERM DAMAGE IT MIGHT HAVE CAUSED. HOW- 
EVER, IT DID POINT OUT THE CONTINUING VOLATILITY OF 
BRITISH INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS. ALTHOUGH THE SOCIAL 

CONT 

UCT WAS NOT IMMEDIATELY INVOLVED, IF THIS STRIKE 
WERE TO CONTINUE FOR A LONGER PERIOD IT WOULD HAVE HAD 
REPERCUSSIONS ON THE OVERALL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
LABOR GOVERNMENT AND THE TRADE UNIONS. 
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